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Over the years we have received innumerable queries about
the so-called "Philadelphia Experiment” or "Project” and the
alleged role of the Office of Naval Research (ONR) in it. The
freqiency of these queries predictably intensifies each time
the experiment is mentioned by the popular press, often in a
science fiction book.

The genesis of the Philadelphia Experiment myth dates
back to 1955 with the publication of The Case for UFO's by the
late Dr. Morris K. Jessup, a scientist with a Ph.D. in astro-
physics and a varied career background.

Some time after the publication of the hook, Dr. Jessup
received a letter by a Carlos Miquel Allende, who gave his
address as R.D. #1, Box 223, New Kensington, PA. In the letter
Allende commented on Dr. Jessup's bock and gave details of an
alleged secret naval experiment in Philadelphia in 1943. During
the experiment, according to Allende, a ship was rendered invis—
ible and tele-ported to and from Norfolk in a few minutes, with
some terrible after-effects for thd'crew members. Supposedly,
this incredible feat was accomplished by applying Einstein's
never—completed "unified field” theory. Allende claimed that
he had witnessed the experiment from another ship and that the
incident was reported in a Philadelphia newspaper. Neither the
identify of Allende, mor that of the newspaper has ever been
established.

&
LoZ 38 S (N Iy onp s s,5lss sl eid ol aslialS
ZA16175 an> o OUS (a3, S \.-_.,-Swjlu\;,:f

In 1956 a copy of Jessup's book was mailed anonymously to
Admiral Furth, the Chief of Naval Research, The pages of the
book were interspersed with hand-written annotations and mar-
ginalia apparently made by three different persons as they
passed the book back and forth among them. The notations im-—
plied a knowledge of UFO's, their means of motion and generally,
the culture and ethos of the beings occupying *hese UFO's.

The book came to the attention of two officers then assigned
£o ONR who happened to'have a personal interest in the subject.
It was they who contacted Dr. Jessup and asked him to take a
look at his book. By the wording and style of one of the writers
©of the notations, Dr. Jessup concluded that the writer was the




same person who had written him about the Philadelphia Experi-
ment. It was also these two officers who personally had the
bock retyped and who arranged for the publication, in type-
written form, of 25 copies. The officers and their personal
belongings have left ONR many years ago, and we do not have
even a file copy of the annotated book.

The Office of Naval Research never conducted am official
study of the manuscript. As for the Philadelphia Ixperiment
itself, ONR has never conducted any investigations on invisibi-
lity, either in 1943 or at any other time. (ONR was established
in 1946.) In view of present scientific knowleduye, our scien-
tists do not believe that such an experiment could be possible
except in the realm of science fiction. A scientific discovery
of such import, if it nad in fact occurred, could hardly remain
secret for such a long time.

1 hope this provides a satisfactory answer to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

’Ba‘n\-f . \31'\\- ,mlo

BETTY W. SHIRLEY
, Research and Publie
Inquiries Section
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INTER-SERVICES
CODE-WORD INDEX
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The Inter-Services Code-Word USS. Eldridge (DE 173) 56
Index containing the code word
‘Rainbow’ which may have

been the project name for the
Philadelphia Experiment. When
first contacted, the National
Archives reported no record of
Project Rainbow, and no
Kknowledge of an index of
projects; but when the name
‘Rainbow’ was later given to
the National Archives, this proof
print of the index was obtained
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